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R 280845Z DEC 75 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4349 

UNCLAS KUWAIT 5393 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: ENRG KU 

SUBJ: FIRE AT AMINOIL REFINERY 

REF: KUWAIT 5378 

1. AN EXPLOSIION AND FIRE AT AMINOIL REFINERY IN MINA 
ABDULLA IS FEARED TO HAVE CAUSED APPROXIMATELY $1.75 MILLION 
IN DAMAGE. FIRE OCCURRED DURING LATE MORNING AND EARLY 
AFTERNOON OF DECEMBER 27, LESS THAN WEEK AFTER ANOTHER, 

LESS SERIOUS FIRE AT REFINERY. THE FIRE CAUSED HEAVY 
DAMAGE IN THE DESULFURIZATION UNIT, BUT OTHER MAJOR 
VESSELS APPARENTLY ESCAPTED HARM. THE EXACT CAUSE OF THE 
DAMAGE IS UNKNOWN, BUT A RUPTURED TUBE IN A BANK OF COOLING 
TUBES IN A HEAT EXCHANGER IS THOUGHT TO HAVE ALLOWED GAS 
TO ESCAPE LEADING TO THE EXPLOSION. NO ONE WAS HURT. 

2. EMBOFF DISCUSSED FIRE WITH SENIOR AMINOIL OFFICIAL 
WHO RULED OUT SABOTAGE UNEQUIVOLALLY. HE SAID REFINERY 
CAN STILL OPERATE, BUT WITHOUT DESULFURIZATION UNIT. HE 
WASNOT AT ALL CERTAIN THAT AMINOIL WOULD BE ABLE TO SELL 
ITS HEAVY CRUDE OIL EVEN IF REFINED IF IT WAS NOT DESUL- 
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AND HOW LONG IT TAKES TO REPAIR DESULFURIZATION UNIT, 

AMINION MAY BE FORCED TO REDUCE CRUDE PRODUCTION WHICH AT 
TIME OF FIRE HAD BEEN AROUND 80,000 BPD. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, NATIONALIZATION, POLICIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 DEC 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975KUWAIT05393 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750448-0445 
From: KUWAIT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751210/aaaaaims.tel 

Line Count: 65 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 KUWAIT 5378 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 DEC 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 DEC 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <21 JAN 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FIRE AT AMINOIL REFINERY 
TAGS: ENRG, KU, AMINOIL, ARABIAN OIL COMPANY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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